FARTHER REASONS 
COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 


Ke. Ke. 


| 


* 
1 
* 
— 
: 3 
=. 
* — 
* 
: . 
* | | 
* 
| ; . 5 1 
4 4 
% 
* 
\ | - 
4 | | 
= " 
\ * 
1 8 Ne 
I * ww ” 
| * 
* 
— 
* \ 
mY wa__— 
e % 
T2 
* 
, 1 
| * 
Af | | 
- 
* 
* 
* | 
: E + N wy 
Aa i | | 
* 
b - 
$ , ”; 4 * * 
* 4 
6 WE” Ins iE. Fg 
% - 
4 | . 
. 
8 a | 
* N * 
. 
; . 
* 
p. G Pe . 4 
— * 
| 8 5 
. 983 
* 


, | r 
* PR " 
”: AM 52 
* 6 
/ 85 A- 8545 197%, 


SG 


. 
23 


PS 


FARTHER REASONS 


COUNTRY GENTLEMAN | 


FOR OPPOSING 


Wy, 


99 r 


n 


Mr. WILBERFORCE's. MOTION |. 


| * 
* 


ON THE 15 rn DAY OF MAY LAST, 
| ' FOR PROHIBITING | 
BRITISH SUBJECTS TRADING ro AFRICA 
TO PROCURE 


' NEGROES FOR THE BRITISH COLONIES. _ 


LONDON: 


Printed for. J. DEBRETT, oppoſite BURLINGTON 
Hos, PiccaDiLLY. 


o 


— — 


5 1792. 


” * F 

- 

4 j * 
Py 4 *- SE - * ts % * * — 4 2 - as * „ 1 1 4 '3 , 


© &6, &c. 


TRE hope I had entertained that the 
great and reſpectable majority in the Houſe 
of Commons on the 15th of May, 1791. 
which decided againſt Mr. Wilberforce's 
motion for prohibiting the importation of 
African negroes into the Britiſh Colonies, 
Would have deterred that gentleman and 
his aſſociates from again calling for the opi- 
nion of the ſame Parliament at leaſt, upon 
that ſubject, was ſoon diſſipated, when, : 
upon my return to the country, 1 was in- 
formed that emiſſaries from the Old Jewry 
Society were travelling through the iſland, 
diſperſing fictitious and garbled ſtates of the 
evidence given before the Committee upon 
the flaye trade, and ſolicjring che ignorane 
55 
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* 
and illiterate inhabitants of every little vil- 
lage to ſign petitions for the abolition of 


what many of them had never before heard 
exiſted, and who might as eaſily have been 


induced to believe the Creoles were kidnap- 


ped and carried away to Africa, as that the 


Africans were kidnapped and carried away 


to the Weſt Indies. The plan of the phi- 
lanthropiſts has, indeed, been this year 
ſomewhat amended, and freed from ſome 
of the abſurdities to which I had ſhewn that 
of the laſt ſeſſion was obnoxious; but, as 


by changing their mode, they proved their 


- * Ignorance of the ſubject when they firſt 


undertook the buſineſs, which was of itſelf 


a good reaſon for withholding confidence 
from their repreſentations; ſo, from their 
not being able to judge of the effects of the 
meaſure they now propoſed, they run into 


as great abſurdities in its proſecution, as 


they had been involved in by that which 
...- hey had deſerted; for, knowing little f 
Africa, and of its trade, and ſtill leſs of the 
Weſt India Colonies, and nothing at all of 
the general, commercial, and colonial ſyſtem 
of the empire, they ignorantly imagined, 
that by avoiding what they had been ſhewn 


Was 
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was wrong on one ſide, they would find 
themſelves in the right on the other. 1 
had pointed out the abſurdity, as well as 
hazard, in the attempt to prohibit the im- 
portation of negroes into the Colonies, while 
they left it free to Britiſh ſubjects to pur- 
chaſe them in Africa: They therefore 
made the prohibiting Britiſh ſubjects pur- 
chaſing negroes in Africa, their object in 
the preſent ſeſſion. Whether the Britiſh 
ſubjects or the African negroes were to en- 
joy the greateſt ſhare of the philantrophy 
of this meaſure, was not explained by the 
great orators in the debate upon it; for as 
it was not pretented that other nations had 
fignified their intention to prohibit the trade 
to their ſubjects when we did ſo to ours, 
there was no good reaſon to ſuppoſe fewer 
Africans would be purchaſed and tranſ- 
ported than hitherto; as it is not likely 
that the general concurrence of other na- 
tions would be more eaſily obtained after 
we had put them in poſſeſſion of the whole 
trade, than while we continued to have ſo 
great a ſhare of it in our own hands. But 
even ſhould a general concurrence imme- 
diately take place, as no means have yet 
"FJ — 


064.3 
been aha, much leſs any progreſs 
made; in civilizing of inſtructing the peo- 
ple of Africa; or to point out to thoſe who | 
| how rear ſlaves fot ſale; another method = 
turning them to proffit : It was, far from 
being clear to me that the conſequences of 
| ſuch a general concurrence would be be- 
neficial to thoſe poor creatures who are the 
property of the African Princes or great 


_ atid ſtill leſs ſo to the unfortunate 


debtors; priſoners of war, and comviets. 
To ſuppoſe convicis objects of their hu- 


2 manity, would not, 1 know, be reliſhed by 


ſome of the philanthropiſts, and particu- 
larly by the great orator and conſiſtant pa- 
triot who treated with ſo much tidicule 
the benevolence of the Planters in ridding 
Africa of convicts to eſtabliſh- them in our 
Iſlands. But that great orator might have 
recollected that ſome oſ the offences for 
which the Africans forfeit their liberty, 
are not crimes of ſuch moral turpitude as 
to render the convicts unfit to live in civil 
ſociety, and I doubt not but he himſelf is 
acquainted with ſome ronvicis of adultery, | 
or unſucceſsful gaming in this country; 


who he thinks 10 well of eee 
ing, 


1 
ing, as to believe they might ſafely be 
truſted with a hoe on a ſugar plantation; 
and even the African convicis of dealing 
with the devil, and bewitching their coun- 
trymen, might be found as innoxious in a 
Weſt-India gang, as certain black legs are 
found to be at Newmarket; or {ome 4now- 
ing ones at the Faro and E O tables in 
Weſtminſter. . 

The conſciences of the Britiſh ſubjects 
were alſo to be benefited by this philan- 
tropic prohibition of the trade to Africa; 
but as the man conſiſts of a body as well 
as a mind, and many more bodies might 
ſuffer from the want of the employment 
that trade procures them, than conſciences 
would be benefited, the philanthropy of 

the meaſure mighr, upon the whole, be 
doubtful, even among moraliſts; and among 
politicians, as well as among rakes, he who 
looks to the enjoyments of the body, will 
be deemed wiſer than he who attends only 

to the mind; for I have never read or 
heard of any people who would not rather 
be fed than taught. Indeed it is but fair 
to Mr. Wilberforce to obſerve, that he 
ſeemed ſenſible that neither philanthropy 

; * 
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or policy would bear him out in a total 


abolition of the trade; for he expreſſly de- 


clared it was not humanity or policy, but 


Juſtice, that he contended for. His juftice, 
however, appeared to me to be as defec- 
tive as his philanthropy, in not embracing 
the whole of the object; for no mention 
did he make of compenſation to the Weſt- 

| India Proprietors who had purchaſed the 
| lands and expended their labour and for- 
tunes in cultivating them, on the faith and 
encouragement * more than 20 acts of 
Parliament, aſſuring them of a conſtant ſup- 

_ ply of African }abourers, without which 
they never would or could have ſettled in 
thoſe iflands, and without which they aſ- 
ſert they cannot continue to enjoy the 
fruits of their expence and induſtry. Nor 

did I think that heir having ſo conſider- 
ably augmented the trade, revenue, and 
navigation, of Great Britain ſince the peace, 


was a ſufficient cauſe for Adminiſtration 
to puniſh them ſo ſeverely, as not only to 


reſtrain them from extending the cultiva- | 
tion of their lands, but to prevent them 
from continuing to cultivate what ay 


had improved. 


4 Mr. 


1 7 1 
Mr. Pitt it, is true, kindly undertook 
to prove to them that he underſtood their 
intereſts much better than themſelves, and 
that the abolition of the African trade would 
be highly for their advantage; but I thought - 
him rather unfortunate in his choice of the 
made of reaſoning he adopted for the pur- 
poſe, as it appeared to militate in direct 
contradiction to his own favourite finance 
plan. He admitted that the negroes in 
Jamaica decreaſed nearly one per cent; 
but he argued, notwithſtanding, that the 
capital would continue undiminiſhed for 
ages. In his finance plan, however, he 
aſſured us that an annual ſaving of one per 
cent would in 44 years totally annihilate 
the capital. But how the one effect ſhould 
follow in Jamaica and the other in England 
from the ſame cauſe, was utterly beyond 
my comprehenſion. However, as I had ma- 
thematical demonſtration for the one, and 
only the Miniſter's own ſpeculation for the 


other, I was at no loſs to which I ought to 


give the greateſt credit. 

Mr. Fox, indeed, made ſhort work: of 
the whole, by expreſſing his wiſh to get 
rid of the Colonies, as well as the African 
trade aerger. But I confeſs the advan- 


tage 


„ 
tage to Great Britain of ſuch a riddance did 
not appear to me ſo very certain, as to in- 
duce me to vote for any meaſure that had 
the tendency either to deſtroy or diſtreſs 
the colonies, or diſpoſe them to embrace 
any favourable occaſion of ſeparating them · 
ſelves from us. The experience of nine 
years, though fully ſufficient, it ſeems, to 
ſatisfy a great and ſuperior genius, and 
deep-thinking ſtateſman, that the ſeparas 
tion of the North American provinces was 
no evil to this country, was too fhort a 
period, and the embarraſſments attending 
their new eſtabliſhment too great for my 
weak underſtanding to found reaſonjngs 
upon, or to draw references from of what 
might be the caſe a century hence reſpect- 
ing them; much leſs was I able to make : 
their preſent diſpoſition to trade with us a 
ground for believing that they would never 
form other connections, or that the Weſt- 
India iflands, if forced into a ſeparation 
From this country by ſq flagrant a breach 
of national faith, and wanton attack upon 
their properties, as that which is now me- 
Ditated, would always continue to be our 
Evlfomers, 5 . | 
e Þ 0; _ 


L391 
Nor were theſe the only circumſtances 
in the conduct of thoſe brilliant lumina- 
ries upon this occaſion, which I was una- 
ble to comprehend; for what little I had 
known of great men, led me to imagine 
that the ſupport of the authority of Par- 
liament, and the preſervation of the con- 
fidence of the people in their repreſenta- 
tives, ſo eſſential to the public welfare and 
happineſs, were objeds of the unceaſing 
attention of all able ſtateſmen, and parti- 
cularly of the King's confidential ſervantsz 
and more eſpecially at a time when the au- 
thority of all Government was endeavoured 
to be overturned by ſetting up the natural 
rights of men, and their unalienable title 
to perſonal repreſentation againſt all civil 
compacts or poſitive inſtitutions, however 
ſanctioned by time, or proved ſalutary by 
experience. But when I ſaw the people 
excited to expreſs their diſapprobation of a 
reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, and 
petitions ſolicited, not complaining of a 
grievance, but dictating a meaſure, and 
thoſe petitions triumphantly declared to 
expreſs the ſenſe of the people in contra- 
diction to the vote of their repreſentatives, 


e 


I confeſs I was ſo bewildered in my ideas 


of perſons and things, that I began to ſuſ- 


pect I was got into one of the reforming 


ſocieties, and had been liſtening to Horne 


| Tooke and Tom Payne, contending for 


the glorious diſtinction of being the leader 
in overturning the Conſtitution; though 
when my eee returned, and I gd 
myſelf to be a Member of Parliament, ſo- 


lemnly appointed to watch over the public 
good, which I conceived to be inſeparably 


connected with the preſervation of our ex- 


cCebllent Conſtitution, I felt an additional 
motive to all thoſe by which I had before 


been actuated for giving my negative to 


the propoſition, in the petitions thenkiors, 


and in the conduct of thoſe who promoted 


and abetted them. It was indeed whiſpered 


to me by a friend of the Miniſter's, that 
as the meaſure of the abolition would cer- 
tainly be carried, that it would be prudent 


to let Mr. Pitt have the popularity of it 


/ 


rather than Mr. Fox, as he was more 


friendly to the Weſt-India colonies, and 


would probably ſhew them more indul- 


gence; which brought to my mind an in- 


cident that happened when 1 was a ſchool- 
| | 1 4 boy 1 


„ 


boy; and as it may entertain my readers, 
and is a caſe exactly in point, I will relate 
* | 
A woman of the name of Moll Trotter 
took upon her the office of executioner to 
the Ulſter circuit in Ireland, and regularly 
travelled after the Judges to execute the 
ſentences they had pronounced. As Moll 
was a favourite with the ſchool-boys, they 
gave her a guard upon her arrival in every 
county town to protect her from the pelt- 
ing of the mob; and I happened to be ap- 
pointed to that ſervice when Moll's huſ- 
band was left for execution in the town 
where I was at ſchool, and I attended her 
into the jail to receive him. When the 
huſband was brought out of the cell, and 
he ſaw Moll coming up with the rope in 
her hand to halter him, he lifted up his 
hands and eyes, and exclaimed, © My 
dear Molly, is it you that is going to do 
this to me.“ „Why, Phelim, honey,” 
ſays Moll, “ as long as the thing muſt be 
done you know, what ſignifies it to 
you who it is that does it; and would 
not you rather that your own dear wife 
„ ſhould get the thirteen and fourpence 
ERS “for 


te for hanging you than a ſtranger,” Phe- 
lim acquieſced, and Moll turned him off 
with all the delicacy of her ſex. 


I did not, however, believe the Weſt- 
India planters were equally acquieſcent, or 
that their caſe was yet fo deſperate as to 
render it neceſſary to ſurrender their pro- 
perty to be deſtroyed by one or other of 


the two great leaders. For althau gh throu gh 
the means which have been uſed to over- 
awe the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, the minority of laſt ſeſſion has been 
raiſed into a majority in this; the ſolemn _ 


reception the reſolutions met with in the 


Houſe of Lords, and the wide and exten- 


five inquiry inſtituted there under the con- 


duct of Lords of ſuch well-informed minds, 


and comprehenſive capacities, give them 


good ground to expect, that not only the 
attention due to property from the Supreme 


Court of Juſtice, but the care and tender- 
neſs of real fate/men to the intereſts of 
the ſubject, will be fully diſplayed in their 


Lordthips' proceedings; and the commerce, 
navigation, and revenue, of Great Britain 


be reſcued from the dangers which threat- 


en them, from the wild enthuſiaſm, the 
ſiniſter 


C FT 
ſiniſter deſigns, and eagerneſs for popula- 
rity, of the ſeveral e of men 
who have combined for their deſtruction. 

Should the reſolutions, however, be con- 
curred in by their Lordſhips, and a bill be 
brought into the Houſe of Commons in 
conſequence of that concurrence, all the 
objections which I have ſtated in my for- 

mer publication, to the principle of ſuch a 
bill will be applicable to it, and many more 
which J foreſee will ariſe out of its con- 
ſtruction : But as the advanced ſtate of the 
ſeſſion, and ſome other cauſes which may 
tend to haſten a prorogation, muſt prevent 
any ſuch bill from paſſing this year, I ſhall 
not anticipate the ground of my oppoſition 
to it next ſeſſion. But I cannot conclude 
this paper, without expreſſing my earneſt 
| wiſh, that in the mean time ſome plan 
may be concerted for the religious inſtruc- 
tion of the negroes in the colonies ſuited 
to their temporal condition. The Biſhop 
of London has been expected to take it 
upon him as Dioceſan of the Weſt Indies; 
but in juſtice to that excellent prelate, as 
well as to the memory of his immediate 
prede- 


„„ 
predeceſſors, it is proper to acquaint the 
public, that the Biſhop of London has 


no eccleſiaſtical authority in the colo- 


nies whatever, nor any epiſcopal connec- 
tion with them, more than any other of 


the Biſhops, except the being generally 


” applied to by the candidates who come 
here for ordination. F ormerly, indeed, 


the Biſhops of London had a commifſion 


under the Great Seal, giving them eccle- 


ſiaſtical juriſdiction in the colonies, as 
far as the Crown could do it; and they 
appointed commuilfaries to inſpect aud re- 


port the behaviour of the clergy, which 


Was attended with ſome good conſequences; 


but Biſhop Sherlocke (I think it was) con- 


ſidering ſuch a commiſſion as incompetent, 


refuſed to accept it, and none has ſince 
been given to any Biſhop of London, nor 
have any of them had commiſſaries in any 


of the iſlands; and hence the diſſolute be- 


: haviour of the clergy there may be ac- 


counted for without any imputation on the 
Biſhops of London, unleſs from their ſhare 
of the blame which muſt fall upon the 


| whole bench for not employing their in- 


fluence with Government to appoint a 
8 Biſhop 


. 

Biſhop for the Weſt Iudies, as well as for 
Nova Scotia, and for whom a competent 
ſalary might be charged on the 44 per cent 
duties, and one inſtance given to the colo- 
nies of a due application of that fund, and 
a freſh proof given to. the world of the 
1 of the influence of 26 votes in 
the Houſe of Lords to the ſole purpoſe of 
promoting the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of mankind. 
That the colonies would gladly 4 
any proper plan for improving the morals 
and ameliorating the condition of the ne- 
groes, has not only been proved by the 
moſt reſpectable evidence already given at 
the bar of the Houſe of Lords, but from 
the declarations of ſome of the agents, that 
they have inſtructions to that purpoſe, and 
ſtill more fully by the acts of their legiſla- 
tures; one of which, paſſed in ee 
antecedent to Mr. Wilberforce's Commit- 
tee, I ſhall ſubjoin an extract of, as a pro- 
per appendix to the reaſons I have been 


ſtating for oppoſing the reſolutions of the 
ad of April. 
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Extract of an AF paſſed in the Iſland of 
Dominica in the Year 1788, for the En- 
couragement, Protection, and better Go- 
 vernment of Slaves." 


W arrras the different acts of this 
iſland for the government and protection 
of ſlaves are expired; and whereas it is 
highly expedient that a ſyſtem of laws 
for the encouragement, protection, and 

better government of ſlaves, founded on 5 

principles of policy, juſtice, and bumanity, 
ſhould be enacted. We your Majeſty's 

dutiful, loyal, and obedient ſubjects, the 

Governor, Council, and Aſſembly, of this 
your Majeſty's Iſland of Dominica, do 
humbly pray your moſt excellent Majeſty, 
that it may be enacted and ordainddd. 

And be it, and it is hereby enacted and 
ordained by the authority of the ſame, that 

every owner, renter, manager, or over- 

ſeer, of any ſlave or ſlaves, ſhall feed, or 
cauſe to be fed, all ſuch ſlave or ſlaves as 
ſhall be under his, her, or their care, with 

2 alben quantity of med and whole- 
_ ſome 


11 
ſome food, and ſhall give them good and 
_ ſufficient cloathing, and ſhall provide dry e 
and comfortable lodging for them; and in 
caſe of the ſickneſs of any of the ſaid ſlave 


or ſlaves, the ſaid owner, renter, mana- 


| ger, or overſeer, ſhall provide for the ſaid 

i iS or ſlaves proper medical aſſiſtance 

1 and advice, and the ſaid owner, renter, 

i manager, or overſeer, ſhall provide, with- 

7 in the boundary of his, her, or their plan- 

* tation, a lot of land for all and every old, | 

J _ infirm, and diſtempered flave or ſlaves; 
4 and if any owner, renter, manager, or 
* overſeer, of any flave or ſlaves, ſhall neg- 8 
| Je& to feed and cloath his, her, or their . 


| ſlave of ſlaves, or ſhall neglect, in caſe of 
ſickneſs, to · provide for the ſaid flave or 
flaves proper medical aſſiſtance and advice, 
and comfortable lodging, or ſhall neglet . 
to provide comfortable lodging, whole- 
| ſome food, and medical affiſtance for all 
and every old, infirm, and diſtempered 
 flave or ſlaves within the boundary of his, 
her, or their plantation or lot of land, ſuch 
owner, renter, manager, or overſeer, ſhall Pp 
be fined in a ſum notexceeding One Hun- F 
dred . at _ Uiſcretion of three or 


more 
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more magiſtrates, for a negle& of any TY 
the regulations laid down by this clauſe, 
which ſum ſhall be levied by warrant, un- 
der their hands and ſeals, on the goods and 
105 chattels of the offender or offenders, and 

: directed to any conſtable or conſtables of 
this iſland, and paid into the public tre- 
ſury of this iſland for the public uſes 1 
thereof. 

And whereas a knowledge of the doc. 
trines, and a due attention to the exerciſe | 
of the duties of the Chriſtian religion, 
would tend to improve the morals, and to 
advance the temporal and eternal happineſs 
of the ſlaves: Be it, and it is hereby far- 
ther enacted and ordained by the authority 
aforeſaid, that all owners, renters, mana- 
gers, or oyerſeers, or one of them, ſhall 
on every Sunday, on their ſeveral eſtates 
and plantations, and at the moſt conve- 
nient time of the day, convene together 
che ſlaves of the ſaid eſtate or plantation, 
for the purpoſe of performing divine wor- 
ſhip; and the ſaid owners, renters, mana- 

gers, or overſeers, ſhall not fail to exhort 
all male and female ſlaves who may be un- 
baptized, to receive the holy ſacrament of 

4 W f 


baptiſm; and all the unbaptized children of 
ſlaves ſhall, after the publication of this 


act, receive the ſaid ſacrament of baptiſm. 


And on neglect of the performance of theſe 
duties, the ſaid owner, renter, manager, 
or overſeer, ſhall be fined i in any ſum not 
leſs than ten pounds, nor more than twenty 
five pounds, to be recovered and appro- 


priated in manner and form as directed by 


the firſt clauſe of this act. 


And be it, and it is deteby enacted ud | 
ordained by the authority aforeſaid, that 
all owners, renters, managers, and over- 


ſeers, of all the ſlaves who may be arrived 
at the years of maturity, and who may be 


deſirous of entering into a connubial ſtate, 


ſhall encourage and exhort ſuch ſlave or 


ſlaves to receive the ceremony of marriage, 
as inſtituted under the forms of the Chriſ- 
tian religion; and in neglect of doing ſo, 


the ſaid owner, renter, manager, or over- 


ſeer, ſhall be ſubje& to a fine of five pounds, 
to be recovered and appropriated in manner 


and form as preſcribed by the firſt clauſe 


| of this act. 


And whereas a ann from labour 


on certain days in the year, and an indul- 


gence 
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gence in innocent recreations and amn uſe⸗ 
ments, would tend to improve the health 
and add to the contentment of the flaves. 
Be it, and it is hereby farther enacted and 
| ordained by the authority aforeſaid, that 
the ſlaves in this iſland (houſe ſervants, 
| ſtock keepers, and watchmen man ex- 
cepted) ſhall not be required to labour for 
their maſters and ownes on any Sunday 
throughout the year, on Chriſtmas day, 


New Year's day, Good Friday, and the 
fifteenth day of Auguſt. And in caſe any 


one of the ſaid 3 ſhould fall out on 
a Sunday, then the Wedneſday following 


1s to be allowed ſuch ſlave or ſlaves f in a lieu 


of ſuch Sunday. 


And whereas it is ; juſt and proper that the 


flaves ſhould be protected in their perſons. 


from the violence and inhumanity of ſuch 


white perſons, and free perſons of colour, 


who may haye no lawful authority over 
them, or who- may exert ſuch authority i in 


an unjuſtifiable manner. 


Be it, and it is hereby farther enacted 


and ordained by the authority aforeſaid, 
that any white perſon or perſons, free per- 
ſon or perſons of colour, who ſhall be con- 


victed 


* 
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ung, or cruelly torturing or cauſing to 
maim, deface, mutilate, or cruelly | torture 2a. 3 
any ſlave, ſhall be impriſoned for a term 
Not. exceeding three months, or fined in 
any ſum not exceeding one hundred pounds, 
current money of this ifland, and to con- 
tinue in confinement until the ſaid fine 
Hall be paid, which fine ſhall be appro- 
| priated in manner directed by the firſt 
clauſe of this act. 
Aud be it, and it is hereby ade 0 0 f 
and ordained by the authority aforeſaid, 
that if any white perſon or perſons, free 3 
perſon or perſons of colour whatever, ſhall 
be convicted of the wilful murder of any 
_ flave or ſlaves, or ſhall be acceſſary thereto, 
| ſuch white perſon or perſons, or free per- 
fon or perſons of colour, ſhall fuffer death, 
And be it, and it is bereby farther enact- 


ed and ordained by the authority aforeſaid, 


that any white perſon or perſons, free per- 
ſon or perſons of colour, who ſhall be 
"guilty. of ſtriking or beating ſeverely any 


flave or N property of another, or 
3 of depriving any ſuch ſlave or flaves of any 


property in his, her, or their poſſeſſion, | 


he, 


 vited of maiming, defacing,, or mutila⸗ "1 


E4 1. 
he, the, or they, on being 1 of fs 


ſuch offence or offences before any three 
or more Juſtices of the peace, ſhall be 


fined in any ſum not exceeding thirty 
pounds, beſides making full reſtitution of 


any property; which fine ſhall be recove- 
red by warrant under the hands and feals of 
the ſaid three or more Juſtices of the Peace, 
directed to the Provoſt Marfhal or his law- 
ful deputy, who is hereby authorized and 
required to levy the ſame on the goods 
and chattels of ſuch offender or offenders; 
and in caſe of not finding any ſuch goods 
or chattels, then to take ſuch offender or 


offenders into cuſtody, and confine him, 


her, or them, in the common jail, until 
... he; the, or they, ſhall have paid his fine 
and fees. Provided always that this clauſe 


ſhall not be underſtood to extend to any 


perſon os perſons taking goods from a ne- 
gro on ſuſpicion or knowledge of ſuch 
goods being ſtolen, or the depriving the 
ſaid ſlave or ſlaves of any dangerous fre- | 


arms or torch, or improper weapon. 


And in order to protect the domeſtic and 
connubial happineſs of ſlaves, 
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Be i it, and it is PoE © farther enztted 


* ordained by the authority aforeſaid, © . 5 


that any white perſon, or free perſon of 
colour, whatever, who ſhall take aways 
and cohabit with the wife or wives of any 

- flaveor ſlaves i in this i iſland, ſhall, on con- 
* viction thereof, before any three or more 
magiſtrates, be ſubject to a fine not ex- 

85 ceeding the ſum of fifty pounds, to be re- 
covered and appropriated in manner and 

; form 3 as is directed hs the firſt clauſe of 
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